Why They Fought: What Were They Fighting
For?

World War |l was the deadliest conflict in human history, resulting in the
deaths of an estimated 40-85 million people. The war was fought on a
global scale, with battles taking place in Europe, Asia, Africa, and the
Pacific. Millions of soldiers from dozens of countries fought in the war, each
with their own reasons for ng so.
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In his book, "Why They Fought: What Were They Fighting For," historian
James Holland explores the motivations of the soldiers who fought in World
War Il. Holland interviewed hundreds of veterans from both sides of the
conflict, and he draws on their stories to provide a nuanced understanding
of why they went to war.

Holland argues that there was no single reason why soldiers fought in
World War Il. Some were motivated by patriotism, while others were
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motivated by a desire for adventure or a sense of duty. Some were fighting
to defend their homes and families, while others were fighting for a cause
they believed in.

Holland's book is a powerful and moving account of the human experience
of war. It is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand why World
War Il was fought and what it meant to the people who fought in it.

Here are some of the key takeaways from Holland's book:

= There was no single reason why soldiers fought in World War Il. Some
were motivated by patriotism, while others were motivated by a desire
for adventure or a sense of duty.

= The experience of war was different for every soldier. Some saw
combat and were traumatized by their experiences, while others
served in support roles and never saw the front lines.

= Waris a complex and often brutal affair. It is important to remember
that the soldiers who fought in World War |l were human beings, and
that they deserve our respect and understanding.

"Why They Fought: What Were They Fighting For?" is a powerful and
moving account of the human experience of war. It is a must-read for
anyone who wants to understand why World War Il was fought and what it
meant to the people who fought in it.
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