
Jack Fleck, Ben Hogan, and Pro Golf's
Greatest Upset: A Chronicle of the 1955 Open
Championship
In the annals of professional golf, the 1955 Open Championship stands as
a testament to the game's enduring ability to produce moments of
unparalleled drama and suspense. The tournament, held at the iconic St.
Andrews Old Course in Scotland, witnessed a stunning upset that would
forever etch the names of Jack Fleck and Ben Hogan into golf history.

The Contenders

At the outset of the championship, Ben Hogan was the heavy favorite. The
"Hawk" was at the height of his powers, having won four major
championships in the previous two years, including the 1953 and 1954
Opens. Hogan's precision, power, and mental fortitude had made him one
of the most dominant players in the game.

The Longest Shot: Jack Fleck, Ben Hogan, and Pro
Golf's Greatest Upset at the 1955 U.S. Open by Neil Sagebiel

4.6 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1132 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 337 pages

FREE

https://story.bymeby.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IndqcnZhcmdXXC9jTjNQS1VUSFdiWWQrT3drSzZPc2FXRVBQWTR0a2FwUGpyWG8rZUpEXC9QWW04SlFwRnJvc1J5YkF5cFB3ZDN4aHFRQXMzWDFkNlliSHJJOFJaWWxcL2lzUnlTSjNkaUtUc1dtYm55eFBoT05SV0lzcVQ4UkRWRnl3OW1CbXlSRllPbGUzYVFHd2paQmt0QUUyc3RrOWZtWUFLdHJ2Z1JJMGNQQUdMZzVSXC9Vc25Vd3FTaTNtSDNKa1Z5WXFFQUJ0N2lyTXJ2VUdnTXFtWVlKQk1SSjZjeWdQTU1NYW9xbHNyeVFzPSIsIml2IjoiMWIyZDNkOWMwMjFkZDkyMjMyNTRkYjA3NTc2NGJlYjgiLCJzIjoiOTc3MmYwNjBkMmJjOGJhMyJ9
https://story.bymeby.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IlB2NGtlQ3VwMjZTYVdGZlh6ZnVXYVhHamRCQUFIVmRQS0FRdjN6QlpcL1hjdnpzdEdrUFUxQkYzNnd4aEJQVHVZZ242ZXRiYlZnTHlUSVdrYUlTbjV6ZzRHWjhCMlVYU0p6Yk82a0hTQ3NkNkhnTWw3QTRiVGxnTEZkZXM5YzBGS1N0Wktzd2pGOFgxdmROOGpGU0tJMWc0bFVOVGRFSXJ3dmhXV1V3TktscVNleFVzTWV0b08xYzZlcWNKM0ZSbjNjWW54Z3dkaVRMQVJPWmF0ZFFtUkRKM1wvK2ZWV0QrcEkrN0o4M3ZLQlYxYz0iLCJpdiI6IjQ3ZDRkMDI4MDE1MGYxNWQyMDdiZjRkZmZjM2M1ZmEyIiwicyI6IjU4MDY4YTMzM2NjZDA1ZjMifQ%3D%3D
https://story.bymeby.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6Imk3UWlQVk03dElGb3lYZ243TmF0NUJpcUhENXhZTktWZ1l5aElYVHkzSGs1NEI1aVNZSVh1c0RUVzBCbWNPcEs1Mk5JcndLaktQcnAwVnIzK0tsTGFjOUwwNjlZYzhoaFRLVjBnNVN4MjVYZ2ZKOTN1S015M0pHXC82OTdRQlV1ZjF6RU1yWHhuWGgyY0dsbWtxYVk4UGllajVrWjZiVkVNNGlqXC9SKzROeHRRRFFzT2pTZDUwTmgxUTVaUklFdUxnQ0pxekJBb2Q5S1MreW1ycWVtb2ROcXFkZFwvQ2NxdXpoVjBLWUZnSGtoK1k9IiwiaXYiOiJjNjBlYzljYmM1MGYxNjU0NjAwNjYyMmI2OGQ5ZmEzZCIsInMiOiIxNmRlYzA5ZGMyZjhmMzQzIn0%3D


Jack Fleck, on the other hand, was a relatively unknown quantity. The 37-
year-old journeyman pro had never won a tournament of any kind on the
PGA Tour. He had qualified for the Open Championship as an alternate and
was largely dismissed as a non-contender.

The Tournament

The tournament began with Hogan shooting a solid opening round of 69.
However, Fleck stole the show with a stunning 65, setting a new course
record and taking an early lead. Over the next two rounds, Fleck continued
to play superbly, maintaining his advantage over a field that included
Hogan, Sam Snead, and Gary Player.

As the tournament entered the final round, Fleck held a two-stroke lead
over Hogan. The drama intensified with every shot, as the two contenders
battled it out on the storied links. Hogan, with his characteristic
determination, birdied the 17th hole to put the pressure on Fleck.

The Climactic Moment

On the iconic 18th hole, the Road Hole, Fleck found himself in trouble. His
tee shot landed in the treacherous Road Bunker, leaving him with a
seemingly impossible shot. However, with Hogan breathing down his neck,
Fleck displayed nerves of steel. He hit a miraculous shot from the bunker,
landing the ball on the green just inches from the hole.

With Hogan standing over a long putt to tie, Fleck calmly sank his birdie
putt. The crowd erupted in cheers as Fleck sealed a one-stroke victory, one
of the most improbable upsets in golf history.

Legacy



Jack Fleck's victory at the 1955 Open Championship sent shockwaves
through the world of golf. It proved that even the most unheralded players
can achieve greatness on the sport's biggest stage. The tournament is
remembered as one of the most dramatic and memorable moments in golf
history.

Fleck's triumph also cast a different light on Ben Hogan. While he was
disappointed not to win, he was gracious in defeat and praised Fleck's
performance. Hogan's sportsmanship and humility further cemented his
legacy as one of the game's true legends.

The 1955 Open Championship has been immortalized in the book "Jack
Fleck, Ben Hogan, and Pro Golf's Greatest Upset." The book, a captivating
blend of historical research and personal anecdotes, tells the full story of
the tournament, providing a vivid account of one of golf's most iconic
moments.

The 1955 Open Championship will forever be remembered as a tale of
triumph, adversity, and the enduring power of the human spirit. Jack Fleck's
stunning upset over Ben Hogan proved that anything is possible in the
game of golf. The tournament left an indelible mark on the sport, inspiring
generations of golfers to believe in their own abilities.
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