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Early Life and Education

Emma Lilian Todd was born on September 2, 1899, in Hamilton, Ontario,
Canada. Her father was an engineer, and her mother was a musician. Todd
displayed a passion for engineering and aviation from a young age. She
built her first model airplane at the age of 10 and even experimented with
flying a kite with a built-in engine.


https://story.bymeby.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6InRLeGdhNW5TYit2Q3VBYU15MG1BOW5QcytGUEtZQjR6MWJGZE1TVmNPUm51RGtjTjRqblRNclwvajR1XC8xS3ZWOURGanZlMk9pa0pkOTBwSitxYllTZGMxSW9rSmFweHFqZDVrclo2NTVmYWIxU1lSM1lhTmdjMUhwdjJHeGVtU1o3eDMrOXRBRmR0XC9SblplYlJxT2FmeTRZWFg3NFFSNTVqMllXSEZzXC9VRENCOWZlM0d4eGxhVGxrT3dwMXdSdTEiLCJpdiI6IjI5MGZiODI1YTFjNDViYWU0ZTc3NmU0NTgxMWUwZmZkIiwicyI6IjFkYzQ4YWZmYmVkM2M1NjYifQ%3D%3D
https://story.bymeby.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IjY1akJabUpkZ0lVVTVPK0xXd25McGlrXC91Z3JvXC9LeEt0UTNVRVwvdldpN3hDYlN2YkNHM0dpcjdLd0lqWjBMU1VvRGJJOVozUEQ1YTFWTVVxZGhvXC9oMW1ZVFUyd1o2S0xYN2lLMGpJU2Vyazd1aUNpNFNkRkR0RXZvb3FMNlV3b2UzOWU4QnZCcU5aZEdRRGNEdFNIQlpmTGswVXlOMjR2cTRXRjN6YktZR0NqSGVVK0hiaklBYkF3WEJxZXRwdXQiLCJpdiI6IjA3YmRiMTQ3OTNiYzI4MmM2NzY0ZWNiNGJlNTk4OWRmIiwicyI6IjA1NWRiNTM5NzA2MjZkYjkifQ%3D%3D
https://story.bymeby.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6Im03TG1YamhqN1BnQWpUV2JKTGJPVk5KZzZXbzJjSElTdno0WkVZVmpDZWx3ZnBmNkNBS0ZPWVFUdFRERzhkbEFYY1Mzd3RtZjRoZEErTVp2c0ZzczFlekxBMnN1UmVFVGVFdHlMNUx0bFZyb00wSEttVXlYeDdXdTJKek5UK1pmeDlSOVd5UUxYczUxTkJEWkhtSlNEZGo5eGNxZFlQWDRnOVpNS3RtN0Y2T3NGZW1QaWFieWZhTHRaN1F6aVhUQSIsIml2IjoiODY5MTU4ODllNGRiNjE4ZGFkNjMzYzU2MTcyY2YxNGEiLCJzIjoiNzMxY2E4ODFhZGI4YWYxMiJ9
https://story.bymeby.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IjhyZGx4WThuSGEzWU1ndEM1TWJWYVpYeDc5NWNJQkxkeHl2c1dsVzN5d3JocTBMR2NLS0dGQWpNZytncWFiZVZhMTZwdTVmSFpmOWoyNVBYK1U3WG5jQmExK0N6UGRiTklRdlA2YTlKU09SZVdCa3JCSmVqSlFkWVwvdFV5WDlGZU9TZktEWlVXMExaSmZWQ3A0aTBSVGdqV2Q2NnFYaFRqY1AzdlFTWklUcmdXcFg3cTZ1YVR2eXNsdVJBK09jQ3oiLCJpdiI6IjE1YTdjZDlhYzE2NDEzYWMxOGYxNTEwNDZmYjY2OTFkIiwicyI6IjlmNGEyOGU0NWNiZjU5ZWQifQ%3D%3D

Despite the prevailing societal norms and limited opportunities for women
in STEM fields at the time, Todd pursued her education in engineering. She
attended the University of Michigan, where she studied mechanical
engineering. After graduating in 1922, she became the first woman to earn
a degree in this field from the university.

Aviation Career

Todd's love for flying took flight when she enrolled at the Glenn Curtiss
Flying School in 1923. She excelled in her training and obtained her pilot's
license just a few months later. In 1925, she became the first Canadian
woman to earn a Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI) pilot's
license.

Her accomplishments in aviation did not end there. In 1928, Todd
participated in the Ford Reliability Tour, a cross-country air race from
Dearborn, Michigan, to Los Angeles, California. She was the only female
pilot in the competition and finished in 10th place, demonstrating her
exceptional flying skills and endurance.

Inventing the "Todd Inverted Jenny"

Beyond her accomplishments as an aviator, Todd also made significant
contributions as an inventor. In 1930, she designed and built her own
airplane, which she named the "Todd Inverted Jenny." The aircraft was
unique because it had a revolutionary inverted Gull wing design, which
improved its stability and reduced drag.

The Todd Inverted Jenny was a groundbreaking invention that attracted
attention from aviation experts. It earned her the FAI's Henry De la Vaulx



Medal in 1931, making her the first woman to receive this prestigious
award.

Later Life and Legacy

Todd's career in aviation and invention continued throughout the 1930s and
1940s. She worked as an aviation consultant and even tested and certified
new aircraft designs. She also became involved in promoting aviation
safety and women's roles in the field.

In later years, Todd shared her knowledge and experiences through writing
and public speaking. She authored several books, including "Women in
Aviation" and "How to Fly an Airplane." Her writings provided valuable
insights into the challenges and triumphs faced by women in aviation.

Emma Lilian Todd passed away on August 27, 1980, at the age of 80. Her
legacy as a trailblazing aviatrix, inventor, and advocate for women in STEM
continues to inspire generations. Her contributions to aviation history have
cemented her place as one of the most influential figures in the field.

Emma Lilian Todd's life and work embody the spirit of innovation,
determination, and perseverance. Her achievements as a pilot, inventor,
and advocate paved the way for countless other women in aviation and
STEM fields. Her legacy serves as a reminder that with passion, hard work,
and a belief in one's abilities, anything is possible.
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