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of Africa
By Theodore Roosevelt

African Game Trails is a classic work of travel literature by Theodore
Roosevelt, the 26th President of the United States. The book is a detailed
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account of Roosevelt's 1909-1910 African safari, during which he hunted
over 300 animals and collected thousands of specimens for the
Smithsonian Institution.
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Roosevelt's journey took him through some of the most remote and
unspoiled regions of Africa, including the Belgian Congo, Kenya, and
Uganda. He encountered a wide variety of animals, including elephants,
lions, rhinos, hippos, and giraffes. He also met with many different African
peoples, including the Masai, the Kikuyu, and the Nandi.

African Game Trails is a fascinating and informative account of Roosevelt's
African adventure. It is a must-read for anyone interested in African history,
wildlife, or travel.

Chapter 1: The Start of the Journey

Roosevelt's safari began in Mombasa, Kenya. He was accompanied by a
team of scientists, hunters, and porters. The group traveled by train to
Nairobi, where they met with their guide, R. J. Cuninghame.
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From Nairobi, the group traveled by oxcart to the Uasin Gishu Plateau. This
was a vast, rolling plain, home to a large population of elephants.
Roosevelt and his team spent several weeks hunting elephants on the
plateau.

Chapter 2: The Masai

The Masai are a semi-nomadic people who live in Kenya and Tanzania.
They are known for their distinctive culture and their traditional way of life.
Roosevelt and his team spent several days visiting Masai villages and
learning about their customs.

Roosevelt was impressed by the Masai's strength and independence. He
wrote, "They are a magnificent people, and I am proud to have met them."

Chapter 3: The Kikuyu

The Kikuyu are a Bantu-speaking people who live in Kenya. They are the
largest ethnic group in the country. Roosevelt and his team spent several
days visiting Kikuyu villages and learning about their agriculture and way of
life.

Roosevelt was impressed by the Kikuyu's industry and their ability to adapt
to their environment. He wrote, "They are a progressive people, and I am
confident that they will play a major role in the future of Kenya."

Chapter 4: The Nandi

The Nandi are a Nilotic-speaking people who live in Kenya. They are
known for their fierce warriors and their resistance to British rule. Roosevelt
and his team spent several days visiting Nandi villages and learning about
their culture and history.



Roosevelt was impressed by the Nandi's courage and their love of
freedom. He wrote, "They are a brave people, and I am honored to have
met them."

Chapter 5: The Big Game

Roosevelt and his team traveled to several different parts of Africa in
search of big game. They hunted elephants, lions, rhinos, hippos, and
giraffes. Roosevelt was a skilled hunter, and he was able to kill many of
these animals.

Roosevelt's hunting has been criticized by some, who argue that it was
cruel and unnecessary. However, Roosevelt believed that hunting was a
necessary part of conservation. He wrote, "The only way to conserve
wildlife is to use it wisely."

Chapter 6: The Return Home

After spending almost a year in Africa, Roosevelt and his team returned
home. They brought with them a large collection of specimens for the
Smithsonian Institution. Roosevelt also wrote several books about his
experiences, including African Game Trails.

African Game Trails is a classic work of travel literature. It is a fascinating
and informative account of Roosevelt's African adventure. It is a must-read
for anyone interested in African history, wildlife, or travel.
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focused,...
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